
Frequently Asked Questions   

THE NEXT LOTTERY WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020.   

Banneker has been designated by the Department of Education as a Level 1 

school, the highest rating a school can get for overall academic improvement 

for the fifth year.   

How long has the school been in existence? The 2019-2020 School Year is our 23rd 
year of operation, and our enrollment has gone from 180 to 350 students. School hours 

are from 8-3. Students can be dropped off as early as 7:30.   

Classrooms Information: The classrooms range in size from 20-25 students with an 
associate teacher in every class.   

Can my child come to your school if he or she doesn't live in Cambridge? Yes. We 
accept siblings of current Banneker students first. Secondly, we accept Cambridge 

students. Thirdly, we accept students from other towns.   

What age does my child have to be to enter kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school 

year? To become a K1student, your child would need to be 4 by March 31, 2019. To 
become a K student, your child would need to be 5 by October 1, 2019. Therefore, a 

child must be 6 by October 1, 2019 to become a first grader and so on.   

Do you have a waitlist? Yes, we have an active waitlist. Our waitlist is good for one 

year. At the end of any given year, the waitlist for that year is discarded and a new one 
will start for the next year. If your child does not get in, you would need to reapply the 

next year and so on.   

How does my child get on the waitlist? Children from surrounding towns need to have 
been in a lottery to get on the waitlist. We have a lottery once a year in March.   

Do you have a SPED department? Yes, we have a full staff of special education 

teachers and a special education coordinator. We also have a counselor, an OT, ELL, as 
well as a speech and language therapist on staff.   

When is the application period? Applications must be in the day before a lottery is 
held. This year, our next lottery will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2020 for the 20-

21 SY. Any application received after March 10, 2020, will go into the next lottery held 
in March of 2021.  We can receive applications all year, but if you miss the lottery it will go 

into the next lottery. 

 



How are the children picked to get into the school? Every year there is a lottery.  

Children are added to the waitlist by number after siblings and Cambridge children have 
been pulled in. If your child is asked in and does not accept the offered seat, your child will 

be taken off the list.   

What are my chances of getting into the school? The best chance to get in is 

kindergarten.    

On what is the school's curriculum based? Our curriculum is guided by the 
Massachusetts Frameworks.   

What makes your school different? We are a STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math) school. Our computing device to student ratio is less than 2:1. We 
have a 1:1 laptop program in grades 3-6 grades (which they get to take with them after  

6th grade). We also have Center for iMacs and iPads are available in grades K1-2nd grade.  

Our school has specialists for Music, Art, PE, Library, and Technology from K1 through 

6th grade. We also have a full-time reading tutor on staff. We are a tuition-free public 
charter school.   

Do you have an afterschool program? Yes, we have an afterschool program on site that 
runs from 3-6pm.   

Do you provide transportation for students? Yes, we offer bussing for Cambridge 

students who are not within walking distance. We also offer bussing for Boston students 

and a North Shore bus starting in Chelsea. There is no charge for busing. We also have 3 
stops on Rindge Ave, which is on our Local Purple or Orange Bus routes as well as a 

stop at Walden Sq.   

Are students provided with lunch and breakfast? Yes, we serve breakfast and lunch 

free to all students.   

Do you have a Dress Code? Yes, all students wear khaki bottoms and maroon tops 
which can be purchased on the jbedwarduniforms.com website.  On gym day for their 

class, they can wear black sweat pants and a white tee-shirt.  

As part of our enrollment policy, we will adhere to Mass Law and will not pull in more 

than 20%, of our enrollment, from any sending district.   

  


